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President’s Report
President: John Cugley

The last 12 months have seen some of biggest impacts
on Australia and the world in a lifetime. From fires,
floods and pandemic, the impact on caves and karst
has been good and bad.
The bushfires around Australia in the summer of
2019/2020 was devastating for the environment and
many caving areas were impacted. This included
damage to infrastructure limiting access, and impacts
on flora and fauna. Cavers from around the world did
what that they could do in donating to the Cave
Landscape Bushfire Rehabilitation Appeal. Thank you
all for your donations. Some very good submissions
have been made for grants to assist with various
projects in monitoring affected caves, replacement of
infrastructure and research on the impact of fires on
the karst. While waiting for permits and permission to
enter these areas, another event happened which put
everything on hold.
COVID-19 has affected society in a once in several
generations event. The ASF and its members were
impacted in ways that at the start of 2020 were not
even on the horizon. In just a few short months things
changed rapidly.
Despite all the interruptions to caving this year, there
has been much activity within the ASF.
Strategic Plan
There has been progress made to action items
identified in the Strategic Plan
The top priorities identified in the Strategic Plan, which
are the key drivers for its success, include the
following:
• Improve communication with members (Action
#2)
• Provide digital access to knowledge (Action #5)
• Develop a speleological research integration plan
(Action #8)
• Develop a 5-year advocacy plan (Action #11)
• Approve the ASF Business Plan (Action #17)
Action #2
We now have google groups forum for clubs and their
council reps, along with the Executive and many ASF
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commissioners. This has led to some good robust
discussions and allowed for some of the business of
council to continue through the year. The members’
survey at the start of 2020 has given us insights into
how members interact with different communication
channels.
Action #5
The library is working towards ways for members to be
able to access the collection and borrow items.
Discrete changes to the resources section on the
website is making information like codes and
guidelines easier to locate.
Action #8
No Action until the Business Plan is implemented.
Action #11
No Action until the Business Plan is implemented.
Action #17
Much work has been done on the ASF Business Plan by
the ASF Executive over the past 12 months, which
identified several key areas for the ASF to focus on. The
Business Plan underpins the progress of many of the
other action points.
Branding – The Executive have been looking at making
changes to the ASF logo and wording used to better
reflect what we do, when communicating outside of
the ASF. This relates back to several action items in the
Strategic Plan. We will be seeking input from clubs.
Style Manual – Currently there is no consistency across
all areas of the ASF, this will make for a much more
professional image, outside of the ASF.
Media - The ASF Executive have appointed a Media
Commissioner to lead the new Media Commission. We
have also published a media manual for use by all
members and clubs. This manual is all about how to
promote your club through media in a positive way, to
encourage membership, caving in safe and minimal
impact way and the importance of protection of caves
and karst environments. There is also a comprehensive
section on dealing with media relating to an accident
or emergency situation.
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Funding – Currently the funding for the ASF is through
membership fees. We will need to look at alternative
funding models if we wish to keep members fees as
they are without a raise. More information in the
Treasures Report.
Commissions
There have been some changes to Commissioners over
the past year. I would like to thank the retiring
Commissioners for their time and contributions during
their tenure and welcome to the new Commissioners in
their roles. The various commissions have been active
during the past year from their submitted reports.
Executive
The Executive have had changes to the way they meet
and the frequency of their meetings. 12 months ago,
we had face to face meetings in Sydney 3 times a year,
and now do online meetings once a month. I would like
to congratulate my fellow Executive members for
stepping up to the challenges that 2020 has offered up.
Has been a steep learning curve in many ways.
Codes, policy and guidelines
Codes, policy and guidelines are used not just by the
ASF, but many are used by outside organizations and

Government bodies as caving best practice. The
Executive noted the need for these to be revised and
Janine McKinnon has been leading the revisions. No
easy task. Even before they get to the clubs for
discussion, they have been through a review by a panel
of subject experts. The Executive are in the process of
updating our email contacts list so that we can make
sure that the revised versions are update by land
managers, Government Departments and others.
International Year of Caves & Karst
There have been some discussion with AKCMA on
some joint activities and promotion of the IYCK – watch
this space.
Thanks
I have been in this role for seven years and will be
stepping aside at the end of this meeting. It has been a
privilege. There have been many highlights over this
time, but meeting fellow cavers from around Australia
and the world and exchanging ideas and general chat
has been the biggest. I would like to thank everyone
that gives up their time to make the ASF what it is. But
we should also thank their family and friends for
allowing them to give this time up.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer: Bob Kershaw
ASF Accounts
Income
Items of note that have decreased the income
compared to previous years:
• These clubs did not pay their fees in the FY201920: CEGSA, CWSS and CLinc. These late fees are in
the order of $4,500 and affected the income in
FY2019-20.
• Membership numbers are down on last year,
according to how many memberships have been
paid for, and thus our membership income is
reduced in the FY 2019/20. But the amount will
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be carried over into FY2020/21 (ie CEGSA, Clinc
and CWSS and VSA late payments).
• The ASF received just over $3,518 in interest in
the last FY. This is shown differently in Table 1
below due to the accrual method of accounting.
Income from Interest will decrease further in
future as interest rates fall to record low levels for
Term Deposits of 0.5%.
Items of note that have increased the income
compared to previous years:
• Rimstone repaid their 3rd loan repayment of
$5,000 in June to ASF. Rimstone has the capital on
hand to return the final payment of $5,000 in
June 2021.
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Expenditure

Monies in Trust

There were ‘exceptional’ costs in the FY19-20 and
some items that have had no expenditure:

NOTE that the ASF Balances include these monies that
we hold in trust:

• The Executive approved the rental of a storage
unit for the archives and library in Wyong
(Gosford region, NSW) where the library is being
held on a long term, but temporary, basis. There
was also large expenditure on storage crates to
hold the deposits to stop further deterioration of
the books and periodicals. As well, there were
transport costs to relocate the library.
• The Grants Commission gave no grants in 2019/20
and this will be carried over to 2020/2021. Legacy
grants were paid to WASG for a gate and MSS for
their Abercrombie book development.
• Interest from the ASF General funds was allocated
for the accounts we hold in ‘trust’ for the NSW
Speleo Council, and the legacy accounts.
• The Caves Australia printing and postage
expenditure of some 200 hard copies continue to
be a major item of expenditure subsidised by all
members and our reserves. Alan Jackson has
some ideas to reduce this expenditure in the
future.
• Caves Australia cost is down this FY as we used
some $4,000 worth of credits with Tadpac
received last FY.
• Executive Travel expenses have been reduced
substantially this FY due to COVID-19. Technology
has improved and video conferencing applications
are now much improved. The Executive met
online on a monthly basis since February and will
meet online in future, except when Council
meetings are in between years, thus saving
thousands of dollars.
• Executive honorariums have been discontinued
from September 2020. The Exec members’
honorariums cannot now be claimed as taxation
income and any costs borne by the Exec are
reimbursed anyway.
See Table 1 for detailed income and expenditure.
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•
•
•
•

$1,431.77
$5,644.75
$439.05
$3,718.94

in the Stephen Blanden Legacy
in the Lloyd Robinson Legacy
for the NSW Speleo Council
in the Helictite accounts

See Table 2 for details of account balances.
The balances shown in Table 2 below shows that the
ASF has decreased its reserves by $8,444.77 since the
same time last year.

Helictite
• There was expenditure of $1,330 and income of
$90.
• $3,710 was transferred from the Commonwealth
Bank Helictite account to IMB for the ASF Exec to
authorise expenditure for Helictite in future.
• This leaves a balance in the separate
Commonwealth Bank Helictite Account of $8.94
as at 31/8/2019.
• This account will be closed in future when
members are able to do so and the balance
transferred to the ASF IMB account.

ASF Karst Conservation Fund
Receipts
• The KCF received $24,433 in donations, much of
which was for Rimstone Cooperative activities
($5,500) and the Bushfire relief activity ($10,954).
$3,979 was transferred from the Commonwealth
Bank account and used as seed funding for the
bushfire appeal.
• $12,480 was donated to KCF general funds.
• Interest from the various Term Deposits and
accounts was $650.
• Other income from a return to KCF from Orange
Speleological Society for unused funds from the
Save Cliefden Caves assistance.
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Expenses
• $15.50 was service fees to Paypal for donations
made through that method.
• $136 in fees to GoFund me for the bushfire
appeal
• $5,500 in projects to Rimstone Cooperative
through the conduit policy of the KCF.
• Over $1,900 was granted for the Cave Animal of
the Year project and a video.
• Unfortunately, due to national parks restrictions
on entry there was been no money expended to
date on relief projects from the money raised

from the Bushfire Appeal. There have, however,
been a few submissions for when the members
are allowed into parks to assess damage.
• Other projects totaled nearly $1,380.
• The Administration item was for the design of the
KCF logo.
This income and expenditure has presented the KCF
with a surplus of $13,343 as at 31/8/2020.
See Table 3 for KCF future budget.
See Appendix 1 for Auditor’s Report & Financial
Statements

Table 1. Australian Speleological Federation Inc. statement of operations, not including the Karst Fund, for the year
ending 31 August 2020.
Income
Conference and Meeting Income
Donations, Legacies and Bequest
Interest Received
Membership Fees
Publication Sales
Sundry Income
Total Income
Expenses
Auditors Remuneration
Administration Charges
Bank and PayPal Charges
Conference and Meeting Expenses
Depreciation
Executive Expenses
Grant Expenses - legacy grants
Honorariums
Insurance
Library and Archives
Licences and Registrations
Media Commission and Manual
Minor Capital Purchases
Postage + redirection of mail during COVID
Printing and Stationery
Publications - Caves Australia
Telephone - sat phone rental
Website and Helictite Software Expenses
Workshop Expenses - Rescue
Total Expenses
Operating Surplus/(Deficit)

Adopted: January 2021
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$
800
12
2,554
35,101
903
94
39,464
1,460
597
11
1,741
2,685
1,215
4,112
900
11,318
6,121
424
1,000
214
833
1,059
10,371
165
3,091
3,958
51,275
(11,811)
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Table 2. Summary of cash balances of term deposits and cheque accounts for ASF (not KCF)

Helictite IMB Ac. (Helictite Funds transferred from Comm. Bank account)
NSW Speleological Council Funds (held in reserve by ASF for NSWSC)
ASF IMB Cheque Ac.2…687 (Cheque account for ASF general accounts)
Total ASF IMB Cheque Ac. (Cheque account for ASF general accounts)
ASF Helictite Comm. Bank Ac. (Helictite cheque book held in Melbourne)
ASF TD IMB 200 …63 (ASF TD matures 31st December 2020)
ASF TD IMB 200 …64 (ASF TD matures 8th November 2020)
ASF TD IMB 200 …68 (ASF TD Matures 29th December 2020)
ASF TD IMB 200 …88 (ASF TD Matures 18 December 2020)
ASF TD IMB 200 ...74 (Closed ASF TD 21 Jan 2020)
Total Chequing/Term Deposits
Total Current Assets
Other Assets
1-5000 · Shades of Death Cave Loan 4 Rim
Total Other Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

Aug 31 2020
$
3,710
439
31,623
35,772
9
41,898
10,300
31,295
110,331
229,605
229,605

Aug 31 2019
$
433
22,127
22,560
4,959
41,203
10,108
30,776
108,362
15,081
233,050
233,050

5,000
5,000
234,605

10,000
10,000
243,050

Table3. KCF future project budget for 2020-21
Bushfire projects balance of $14,900
ISS
SUSS Jenolan
SUSS diving Jenolan
Buchan rehabilitation
Other items
WNS linkage
Cave Animal of the Year
HCG Yarrangobilly budget
Thampanna Cave
Amanda Bush PhD micro bats
Total budgeted items

Adopted: January 2021

Budget amount ($)
275
600
1,700
2,000
5,000
5,000
4,745
750
15,400

$180 already spent
proposed
$10,000 over next 2 years
plus another $5,000 pa for next few years
$568 has already been spent

35,470
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The ASF Karst Conservation Fund
Nicholas White
Introduction

•

As a result of the bushfires over the 2019-20 summer,
and with the initiative of Sil Ianello, the KCF instigated
a Cave Landscape Bushfire Rehabilitation Appeal. This
was conducted via Go Fund Me auspices. It was seeded
with the last funds ($3,979) transferred from the
Commonwealth Bank to the IMB. Funds raised were
$10,954 from numerous local and international donors.
See below for details about the allocation of these
funds.

•

•

Several Bushfire Rehabilitation Projects were approved
(see below) and the Cave Animal of the Year Project
was supported.

Other ongoing projects:

Completed Projects
Population Dynamics of the critically endangered
Southern Bent-wing Bat Project undertaken by Emmi
van Haarten is reaching completion. The project has
used passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags to study
movements of the bats into and out of the Bat Cave at
Naracoorte and one of the roost caves: Glencoe Cave
in SA. It has shown that the bats move between these
two caves 72 km apart even in winter. Considerable
survival data over three years was obtained during a
drought period.
Recent Publications:
van Harten, E. et al. (2020) Recovery of southern bentwinged bats (Miniopterus orianae bassanii) after PITtagging and the use of surgical adhesive. Australian
Mammalogy. 42:216-219.
van Harten E. et al. (2019) High detectability with low
impact: Optimizing large PIT tracking systems for cavedwelling bats. Ecology and Evolution. 9:10916-10928.

Current Projects
Assessments of the bushfire impacts on caves:
•

Bendethera Karst Area (Illawarra Speleological
Society) – project on hold until access is
permitted.
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Assessment of Jenolan Caves (Sydney University
Speleological Society) – project on hold until
access permitted.
Assessment of Diving Caves at Jenolan for
changes (Sydney University Speleological Society
for ASF Cave Diving Group NSW) – project on hold
until access permitted.
Yarrangobilly West Deep Creek doline and cave
environments, and documenting the natural
recovery process Highland Caving Group (HCG) project on hold until access permitted. HCG have
discovered several kilometres of new passage in
West Deep Creek Cave and have surveyed it. This
assessment is a follow up project to document
cave details.

• Investigation into the habitat use and nightly
foraging flight activity of the southern bent-wing
bat. PhD project Amanda Bush University of
Adelaide. This project has just been approved.
Funding is for support which proposes using
Global Positioning System (GPS) tags together
with VHF transponders to attach to bats. These
weigh 1.4 g and trials have shown the bats can
have the tags but they need recapture to
download data. The results should show a lot of
detail of the flight characteristics of where and at
what height the bats are feeding and flying.
• Thampanna Cave, Nullarbor Plain, WA, track
marking project, Sydney University Speleological
Society on behalf of a number of cavers
associated with a mapping project involving new
discoveries in the cave. Project on hold, due to
COVID-19 travel restrictions, pending access to
Western Australia.
• Matej Lipar and Mateja Ferk, Nullarbor’s
Mysterious North. This project continues.
Publications in process.
• Cave Animal of the Year. This project is supported
by the KCF. The 2019 cave animal is the Cave
Cricket www.caveanimaloftheyear.org.au. A short
movie was directed by Sil Ianello funded for this
project and this nearing completion.
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• Vulnerability of Australian bats to white-nose
syndrome. This is a Linkage Project applied for by
Dr Chris Turbill of Western Sydney University. It
has been approved (November 2020). ASF input is
cave knowledge and field support plus $15,000
spread over three years.
• Shades of Death Cave, support of Rimstone Cooperative Ltd purchase and enhancement of the
cave. Donations to the KCF which are preferred
for this purpose are provided to the co-operative
to defray the purchase costs.

Conclusions
Much of the expenditure has been on supporting bat
research to define critical factors for the continued
viability of our cave dwelling bats.
Access to caving areas has been problematic this year
due to travel restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19
virus pandemic. These are only now being relaxed but
there are still numerous issues related to road and
walking tracks not open due to bushfire damage.
There KCF Directors have been very responsive when
assessing and approving Fund projects and
expenditure.
The KCF has been able to support a large number of
projects this year. More active fundraising will be
needed to sustain projects which fulfil ASF objectives.

Conservation Commissions
National

Nicholas White
It has not been an easy year with bushfires in many
karst areas. These ranged from Yanchep, WA; Kangaroo
Island, SA; Budj Bim (Mt Eccles National Park) and the
Buchan Caves Reserve and numerous other karst areas
in the East Gippsland hinterland, Victoria; Jenolan and
Yarrangobilly plus many other NSW karst areas. Many
of these karst areas had severe infrastructure damage.
The Commission and the Karst Conservation Fund
initiated a Bushfire Assessment Program and a
fundraising campaign to support the assessments.
No sooner had the fires been controlled than we were
hit with the COVID-19 virus pandemic. This has shut
down caving activities and travel in Australia and in
writing this (November 2020) restrictions on travel and
caving are being cautiously relaxed.
I represent the ASF on the Bat Health Focus Group of
Wildlife Health Australia. There are fears that the SARSCoV-2 virus could get back into bat populations from
human sources. The Wildlife Health Australia website
has factsheets with advice on Coronaviruses in bats in
Australia as well as COVID-19 and wildlife issues.
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Southern Bent-wing Bat (SBWB)
I represent ASF on the SBWB National Recovery Team.
The team met in 2019 once at the Melbourne Zoo but
since then has met using Zoom facilities. The recovery
team has been established to provide advice on
management and the population recovery process. The
Recovery Plan has been approved (November 2020)
some 6 years after the draft was approved. There is
now an estimate of the population which is ~44,000
bats in south eastern South Australia and south
western Victoria dependent on a small number of
maternity sites and a number of other cave roosting
sites. The bat is still listed as critically endangered. A lot
of new scientific investigation is contributing vital
knowledge to understand the factors critical to the
continued survival of the species. See below on Wind
Turbines.
Mt Fyans Wind Farm and Kentbruck Green Power Hub
Both these Victorian wind farm proposals were
referred to the Federal Department of Environment for
consideration under the EPBC Act 1999 since there
were environmental endangered biota particularly the
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southern bent-wing bat which is critically endangered.
These proposals were objected to unless and until
there were assessments done to establish whether the
turbines would affect the bat population. These
turbines are now larger, and the sweep of the blades is
faster and further off the ground. Knowledge of the bat
flying heights is anecdotal and assessment of the
impact on the bats needs to know the fling height of
the bats and its migration height between roosting
caves to establish risks to the bat population. The
Commission objected to both these proposals unless or
until there is adequate information on SBWB
population.
Snowy 2 Pumped Hydroelectric Scheme
This project now has approval from the NSW and
Commonwealth governments. It was rejected twice in
the past and is expensive. The tunneling will produce a
lot of spoil. One of the access portals is on karst in the
Ravine in the Yarrangobilly area. Spoil disposal was not
specified in the planning process. The Commission did
not object but John Brush of CSS made representations
on the proposals.
Ghost Bats – Vulnerable EPBC Act
Ghost bats (Macroderma gigas) are classed as
vulnerable. Each population is unique by genetic
analysis. The populations have declined in number or
disappeared in the last 100 years. The once healthy Mt
Etna population has declined to very low numbers as
has the Cape Hillsborough population in Queensland.
The central Australian, NT population is extinct. In
Western Australia the Pilbara populations have mining
restrictions imposed to protect the bat.
Historic gold mines at Pine Creek, NT were occupied by
ghost bats and this became the largest colony in
Australia. I was consulted by phone because of
proposed mining expansions by NT wildlife personnel
who consulted me about the population. I could only
comment on knowledge of the Pungalina ghost bat
population which consisted of a population of about
100. Mining activity on the old workings has now
ceased. Kirkland Lake Gold, shut down its mining
projects at Cosmo and Union Reefs in March 2020. The
ghost bat population at Pine Creek may get a reprieve
due to the expenses of increasing the scale of mining
there and the value attached to the ghost bat
population.
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Karst Springs and Associated Alkaline Fens of the
Naracoorte Coastal Plain Bioregion
These springs have been nominated as a National
Threatened Ecological Community. They include the
well-known Ewens and Piccaninnie Ponds. The
Conservation Commission supported the listing of
these springs for their Ecological Communities. The
area nominated was extended to include the coastal
lakes in Victoria from Nelson to Cape Bridgewater after
advice from Dr Susan White.
Juukan Caves, Pilbara, Western Australia
In May 2020, the Juukan Caves were damaged by
deliberate explosives as Rio Tinto prepared to extend
its Brockman iron ore mine. These caves were studied
in a “recovery excavation” prior to mining in 2014. This
discovered occupation evidence dating back 46,000
years and a 4,000-year-old human hair neckless which
contained DNA linking it to the present native title
owners, the Puutu, Kunti, Kurrama and Pinkura (PKKP)
peoples. Rio Tinto had approval under Section 18 of
WA Aboriginal Heritage Act. Reaction to this
destruction has meant a number of Rio Tinto
executives have been forced to resign. There is a
Federal Inquiry by a joint Senate and House of
Representatives Committee which the Commission
made a submission to and published an article in Caves
Australia #214.
The proposed WA changes to their Aboriginal Heritage
Act are inadequate. Legislative reviews are needed in
WA but in other States as well. Until the Federal inquiry
report is completed it is premature to anticipate
proposed action.
EPBC Act Review
Graham Samuel issued an interim review of the EPBC
Act (1999). The final report has not been released (end
November 2020). No ASF submission was made to this
review.
Currently the Federal Government is proposing reduce
red tape holding up developments. Draft legislation is
held up in the Senate at present on the basis of
insufficient supporting information.
Conclusions
The Juukan Caves destruction was the most important
Issue this year. No caves should be destroyed; these
were destroyed by company greed because the
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company could, despite the archaeological evidence of
their antiquity. It was evident that there were severe
deficiencies in the WA Aboriginal Heritage Act as well
as legal constraints on the PKKP native title holders.
Currently, the Federal Government is trying to hand
back environmental controls to the States. This would
reduce the effectiveness of existing protections under
the EPBC Act.
Presently the Meander Shire has approved the
construction of an abattoir in Mole Creek on karst land.
This proposal appears to be inconsistent with the
Planning Scheme. Deb Hunter has unsuccessfully
objected to it. Solid and liquid wastes will need careful
management to avoid adverse effects on the
surrounding karst.
WASG has conducted several cave clean-up and
restoration exercises in south west WA.

Currently proposals to increase the Warragamba Dam
height to control flooding of western Sydney are on
hold as the Department of Water and Environment
have insisted on an assessment of effects on the Blue
Mountains World Heritage values of the area. There
will be effects on cultural heritage values on caves and
occupation areas amongst other problems with the
provided Environmental Impact Statement.
Without doubt bushfires over the 2019-20 seasons
have had severe impacts on karst systems across most
States. This impact has not been assessed mainly
because no access has been permitted due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
No proposed recommendations for action.
Clare Buswell will be become chair of the Commission
from 2021.

Karstcare

Coordinator: David Wools-Cobb
As soon as Covid 19 “hit”, Tasmania Parks & Wildlife
Service (PWS) were quick to shut down any voluntary
activities such as leading trip in Kubla Khan Cave,
Karstcare and similar project work.
Contrary to some other states though, Tasmanian
cavers were actively caving as soon as they could.
Some of these trips involved digitally surveying some
caves in preparation for Zoning determination (part of
the new Cave Access Policy of PWS). Although such
trips were not officially Karstcare, several minor
projects were carried out during such trips, including
servicing all boot wash stations in Tailender. We are
planning to replace the rope in Tailender this January.
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The Karstcare coordinator’s caving accident in October
resulted in no activity for a few months, however we
have now moved into a planning and delegation
process, with several volunteers wanting to get
projects done to prove the coordinator is not essential.
We are hoping that Genghis Khan Cave will have all
“Special Management Zones” string-lined shortly and a
new boot wash station will be installed. Once the
Zoning statement for the Blackshawl/Spider Cave
system is signed off, Karstcare will be installing some
minimal infrastructure such as string lines and a boot
wash station and navigation markers, before this
extensive system is made available to the caving
community.
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Speleological Council Reports
NSW Speleological Council
Colin Tyrell

This year has been very quiet, but life is starting to
resume. I hope in this time of very limited caving, the
NSW caving fraternity has managed to find other
activities to undertake. Some clubs have been creative
with zoom type meetings to keep their community
alive.
This year all meetings have been by WebEx, and thanks
goes to Bob Kershaw for setting it up.
Jenolan Caves
Tours have resumed in a very limited mode from 2
November after being closed since the beginning of
March.
KMAC
Chris Norton and Jill Rowling have been nominated for
the new KMAC. I have been advised by Sophia Meehan
that the recommendation has been forwarded up the
chain for sign off. Hopefully this will not take much
longer.

Access to NPWS Caves
I met with the Landforms team (Sophia Meehan and
Andrew Baker) on 22 October about access and other
things. They are waiting on advice from the
Department of Health and are hopeful we will have
access under COVID-safe guidelines just after
Christmas. They would like to assure all clubs that they
are just as anxious as the rest of us to get back into the
caves. As things have changed rapidly, this plan could
still change. We wait…
Wellington
About 6 weeks ago I met with a couple of the staff at
Wellington Caves to see how they are operating. They
are doing small groups into the Cathedral Cave. They
have now opened their new centre and are currently
constructing a new interpretation centre.
The Bungonia Recreational Activities Group (BRAG)
have not met this year.

Yarrangobilly
All the people we nominated have been invited onto
the committee. Incumbents to the new 3 year term
are: John Brush, Robert Scorse, Jason Moule, and Beth
Little. The first meeting with the new group occurred in
late October 2020

Tasmanian Speleological Liaison Council
Secretary: Cathie Plowman
Members: MCCC, NC, STC,
On 22/11/20 the TSLC had its first meeting since
23/3/19 and this was attended by the three member
clubs (MCCC, NC and STC) as well as observers,
including the Savage River Caving Club (SRCC).
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Key points:
NC have established a rescue gear shed at the Parks
and Wildlife Service compound at Marakoopa. There is
a log-in and log-out system, and the shed is checked
and cleaned every two months. The shed has a
combination lock and can be accessed at any time.
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Thanks to the PWS for making this facility available to
the caving community. The recent Mt Cripps rescue
donations have been made to NC for the purchase of
additional cave rescue gear and current equipment is
being reassessed and added to.
Australian Cave Rescue Commission (ACRC) Northern
Tasmania newsletter was put out in August. This was
aimed at an emergency services audience.
Herberts Pot Conservation Project report
Reflectors of different styles are being trialed to
replace the pink tapes. More Stringlining to be done.
Rescue plan for downstream section being prepared.

Kubla Khan leaders
There has been communication with Tasmanian PWS
regarding a Kubla leaders meeting with relevant PWS
staff.
Covid-19 response
All three ASF clubs now have covid plans in place.
Cave Numbering System
Greg Middleton started a proposal for non-karst cave
areas in May 2015. Michael Packer (STC) is now
coordinating this and recently circulated a document to
Tasmanian clubs for comment.

Speleological Council of Western Australia
Representative: Valdimar Jonsson
No meeting held this year

South Australian Speleological Council
Representative: Matt Smith
Members: CEGSA, FUSSI
The SA Speleological Council met only once in 2020, to
discuss issues mostly related to access challenges in
various parts of South Australia. Due to covid related
limitations, not as many trips are being run this year as
normal, and the groups have had to negotiate the
challenges brought on by social isolation.
There was a successful joint club expedition to Kelly Hill
Caves on Kangaroo Island, to help survey newly
uncovered features following the bushfires earlier in
the year, as well as re-establish relationships with key
stakeholders in the area. A Friends of Kelly Hill Caves
group is being considered to ease the administrative
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load and cover issues of liability. These clubs intend to
return in 2021 to continue this work
The Council didn’t run any caving events due to covid,
however are already planning to run some cave rescue
exercises in 2021.
Members from all clubs in the council are also actively
planning the 2022 ASF Conference to be held in
Ceduna. Numerous meetings, mostly online have been
held through the year, and many members are actively
collaborating on what promises to be a great and
unique conference!
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Commission Reports
Australian Cave Rescue
Convenor: Brian Evans

An interesting year... Caving has happened in a few
states, but there’s been little rescue training.

Please email ningaloo.underground.2021@gmail.com
to register interest or for further information.

Rescues

Attendance numbers will be limited. Preference will be
given to WA cavers and major players from other cave
rescue regions, but feel free to register – there may be
space and it will certainly offer some challenging
rescue training, and good practice for other remote,
northern locations.

Tasmania swung into action in October to rescue one
of our own who fell on a short pitch in a tight and
wriggly cave at Mt Cripps. Cave rescuers from all four
Tasmanian clubs, as well as SES did a very successful
casualty extraction from a remote area, with the cave
an hour and a half from the track head.
More complete reports will have been circulated by
the time you see this, but the conversations I’ve had
with various rescuers, the casualty and casualty’s
family have been glowing in their praise.
It’s at times like this that everyone who trains for cave
rescue can be very proud – that the training and
collaboration we’ve done helped save a colleague.
Grant Requests
WA has indicated that they will seek a grant to buy
some Petzl Coeur Pulse anchors with a view to using
them for rescue rigging caves without leaving anything
more than a hole. The application has not yet been
received.
Tasmania has indicated that will seek grants to add to
the rescue gear pool in northern Tasmania. Additional
communication and rigging equipment will be
requested. The application has not been received, as
yet.
National Cave Rescue Workshop
A national rescue workshop is being organised for 1623 August 2021 at Exmouth, WA. A big thanks to Ian
Collette for driving this. There’s been solid interest
from those involved in rescue around the country, and
in NZ. There’s an offer of a week or so caving on the
Cape range and a combination of practical scenarios,
and desktop scenario exercises. Such a venue gives us
practice in organizing a rescue in the northern, remote
regions of Australia. SES has agreed to provide us their
training venue and some additional level of support.
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Expedition Equipment Scheme
The equipment is out there. Unsurprisingly, it’s not had
a lot of use this year. If you can get out on an
expedition, please go equipped in case of badness!
Further information can be found through the
following links:
Adelaide
•
•

Booking form
Booking Information

Perth
•
•

Booking form
Booking Information

Cave Rescue Pre-plans
We are trialing a template for producing Cave Rescue
Pre-Plans – a tool to make the initial stages of response
to a cave search or rescue incident faster and more
effective. Local cave rescuers develop these Pre-Plans
for their areas, and have them available to facilitate
the most effective response they can.
The template is can be found here.
It would be good for clubs to use the template to start
a plan for their ‘local’ cave. It might be your own club
that benefits from the preparation! To avoid
duplication, please contact your state rescue officers to
see if others are already on the project.
Reports
Each of the reports on ACRC activities for the year are
located here on the ACRC webpage.
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Awards

Convenor: Miles Pierce
Notices inviting nominations for ASF Awards to be
conferred at the 32nd ASF Conference, along with
information on the awards themselves, have been
included in the June and August issues of the eSpeleo
Bulletins for this year and it is intended that the same
notice will be included in later issues next year. These
notices stipulate a revised closing date of 31 Dec 2021

for receipt of nominations, in line with the one-year
deferral of the 32nd Conference from 2021 to 2022.
This will then allow for the awards assessment panel
(appointed by the president) to duly assess the
nominations and determine the awards to be
announced and presented at the conference now
planned to be held over Easter 2022.

Cave Diving

Convenors: Rod O’Brien
In late 2019 Janine McKinnon spearheaded a small
team to rewrite CDG (Cave Diving Group) Policy, Diving
Guidelines and Freediving Guidelines. This was
achieved and accepted by the committee at the May
2020 meeting. CDG members decided to try and have a
regular column in Caves Australia to lift the awareness
of the group. The first article in Caves Australia No.212
gave some history of the CDG.
In May 2020 I was appointed as the new CDG
Commissioner. During this settling in period I gathered
what historical CDG reference material there was to
put together a CDG membership list. By cross checking
this list with the ASF membership database I was able
to complete a list of the current financial CDG
membership. Colin Tyrrell setup a database for the
CDG membership which I filled in noting which
members were financial or expired. As caving clubs
renew at different times of the year, I have decided to
check the membership every 6 months.
An email was sent to the financial CDG members asking
them if they would like to be on the group email list.
Several declined. Sarah Gilbert has set up an ASF CDG
email for future correspondence:
asf.caves.diving@gmail.com.
Also, I added a folder into the ASF digital library archive
section labelled ASF Special Interest Groups (SIG). In
this are two separate folders labelled Bullita and ASF
CDG. I have gone through the ASF library and added all
of the digital Bullita material into the Bullita folder. I
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have also contacted Mark Sefton who has Bullita stuff
for archiving.
All of the CDG material I have collected is now in the
ASF-CDG folder in the ASF Library. Several divers, Keir
Vaughan-Taylor, Janine McKinnon and myself have
been adding our personal trip (exploration) material
into the CDG folder eg. Video, photos, maps etc.
Hoping others will follow.
I have been spending an enormous amount of time
researching material, history, photos and writing
articles to build a web page for the CDG on the ASF
web site. I am pleased to say the web site went online
27 Sept 2020. The site can be accessed through the ASF
website or directly www.cdg.caves.org.au. My sincere
thanks go to Cathi Humphrey-Hood for building the site
and to Mike Lake and Rod Smith for their technical
support.
Correspondence
May 2020: A request from a CDG member asking for an
official letter detailing what cave diving training
agencies the ASF accepts and also would we comment
about a letter he had written comparing TDI and CDAA
cave diver training.
A letter was supplied recognising the ASF cave diver
training agencies but NO comment was made about
the TDI-CDAA comparison as the ASF CDG is not a
training agency.

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 16

Annual Report 2020

May 2020: Correspondence from Nick White inviting
me to comment on an environmental issue in SA. After
studying documents, I declined to comment.
June 2020: Request from Bob Kershaw requiring
Commissioners skills for ASF Business Plan.
July 2020: Request from CDG member to ask Forestry
SA for cave diving access to their sites. A letter to
Forestry SA was drafted but a decision was made not
to send it at this time.
July 2020: Request from Ross Anderson DEW South
Australia, for more detailed info concerning ASF cave
diving. Letter was drafted and sent.
Sept 2020: Received an email about a deep rebreather
cave diving incident in Tasmania 2019 involving a CDG

member. Immediately rang the party involved. After
reading the incident report and having long phone call
with the party I decided no action needed to be taken.
This decision was later confirmed by Brian Evans.
Oct 2020: Request by ASF executive to set up a CDG
Google Drive folder for the storage and sharing of
information. This was done and relevant data was
uploaded onto it. On this note I am also updating the
SIG CDG folder in the digital ASF Library that I set up. I
believe Cathi is placing this in the Archive Section.
Nov 2020: Request by ASF executive to provide cave
diving contact personnel for media interviews. I have
selected Keir Vaughan-Taylor, Stefan Eberhard and
Janine McKinnon and they have accepted. I will be
available for technical details should the situation arise.

Cave and Karst Numbering
Convenor: Peter Dykes

It has been a horrid year for me and as a consequence
Graham Pilkington and I didn’t met up for our usual 3
meetings to work on OzKarst and update each other’s
records.
However I did manage to do several things this year:
I spent a lot of time sorting out and storing records
returned by Bob Kershaw after the bushfire threat had
passed with the arrival of heavy rain in February.
With the exception of university theses I have
completed the task of obtaining digital copies of all
references listed in Lishmund et al (1986) The
limestone deposit of New South Wales; namely:
• 850 geological reports from NSW Department of
Mineral Resources, including: records, books,
occasional papers, geological and paleontology
series publications, maps, and mining company
reports.
• 61 articles published in the Journal & Proceedings
of the Royal Society of NSW.
• 138 articles published in the Proceedings of the
Linnaean Society of NSW.
• Approx. 30 articles published in overseas
publications.
• 17 bulletins, journals & records published by the
Bureau of Mineral Resources.
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• Approx. 30 articles, reports & records from
various Australian publications.
• Approx. 10 university theses out of the nearly 100
listed.
I am grateful for the assistance of Cathy Brown who
provided accommodation and assistance on a recent
visit to Canberra to help finish the above project by
arranging access to the Geoscience Australia library.
Her help and support over many years has been
absolutely marvelous. Also I would like to acknowledge
Jodie Rutledge and Cathi Humphrey-Hood who both
are continuing the search for digital copies of university
theses to complete the collection.
I have managed to find a sponsor prepared to arrange
for paper copies of the published 1:100,000
topographic maps of the Northern Territory to be
made available to me so that I can, with the assistance
of Graham Pilkington, sort out a manageable karst area
system for the NT.
In September 2020, 5 members from MSS, SUSS and
CSS came up to Tricketts Arch and helped with a
general clean up around the library/office shed. I’d like
to acknowledge and thank them for their assistance:
Roderick Smith, Rod O’Brian, Cathi Humphrey-Hood,
Brendan Orenstein and Dirk Stoffels.
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Graham Pilkington will be coming over to my place in
March/April and/or later in 2021 to spend a week or so
working on OzKarst with me and other NSW cavers

(here’s to hoping Covid 19 is finally under control in
NSW).

Grants

Convenor: Ric Tunney
During this year, the Grants Commission made no
grants. One request was received. Matthew Ward of
Alpha Enterprises LLC asked about assistance with a

film on the history and geology of Walls of Jericho,
Alabama, USA. He was directed to NSS Grants. No
other applications have been received

Helictite

Convenor: Susan White

Volume 45 (for 2019) was comprised of four papers
published on the website between March 2019 and
February 2020. Very little material has been submitted
in 2020 with the result that no volume will be able to
be published this year. I am therefore appealing to ASF
members and others to please write up material
suitable for Helictite and submit it to the editor Greg
Middleton. Details on submission of articles is on the
website https://helictite.caves.org.au/info.html

I have been using the COVID lockdown we experienced
in Melbourne to sort through 4 boxes of Helictite
papers and separating out what should go the ASF
Archives. The records of the transfer from the
Speleological Research Council Inc (SRC) in 2000 and
some limited historical material needs to be archived
but old drafts of papers do not. This will probably be a
maximum of one carton. I have spoken briefly to the
ASF Librarian regarding this.

Helictite is now funded by ASF and the monies held in
the Helictite CBA separate bank account have now
been transferred to the ASF General Account and will
be managed by the ASF Treasurer. As costs have
decreased since we are no longer producing hard
copies this is going to be a much simpler and time
effective business system. The CBA account will be
closed as soon as possible.

We currently have significant numbers of hard copy
back numbers that we need to sell. The remainder of
the SRC monograph publications are being transferred
to the Publications Commission and will be advertised
on the Publications page of the website. This is work in
progress.

Glenn Baddeley has been business manager of Helictite
since 2000, handling subscriptions, back issue sales,
reprints, postage and finances. These functions are no
longer required in the commission. Glenn will continue
to maintain the Helictite web site, including online
publication of abstracts, papers and issues.
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During the year we receive various requests for use of
material for copyright purposes and administrative
matters e.g. legal deposit matters, ISSN etc. Citation in
other journals is always good publicity and Helictite is
one place where often small but important
speleological material can be published. It is important
that we do look carefully at what is being requested for
republishing and why, and very occasionally requests
are made that are not appropriate. In general most
requests are granted.
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I have been involved in Helictite since 1998, first as
editor with Ken Grimes for the SRC (1998-2000),
overseeing the transfer to ASF and then as editor (2000
– 2011) and chair of the Commission since 2000. While
I am prepared to stay as Helictite Commission Chair for
the time being I think it is time that someone else had
a turn; it is important to get new involvement. The
Executive needs to think about this and it does need to
be discussed with me and the current editors. The

Commission Chair is an administrative and supportive
role for the editors. It needs to be someone who is
passionate about publishing matters of Australasian
speleological interest.
Finally I thank the members of the Commission,
especially Greg Middleton and Glenn Baddeley for the
work they have put into Helictite this past year.

International Relations
Convenor: Tim Moulds

No report received to date

Library and Archives

Convenor: Cathi Humphry-Hood
To recap on what has happened since January 2020:
The lease of the ASF storage unit was renewed for
another 12 months.
Mike Lake set up a Linode server, asf3, specifically for
the library, and installed an instance of Koha called
libtest2. Three digital storage areas with different
levels of access were set up using the Amazon Web
Server service (AWS) - these are st1 (open to all), s2t
(ASF members) and st3 (archive only). A test website
has been set up (asflib.net).
Dirk Stoffels sorted and backed up the ASF collection of
video tapes, DVDs, and about half the slides in the
library, and put up an internet index page to list them.
Dirk's indexing system works and has provided an
excellent control numbering system for the multimedia material, which will be incorporated into the
catalogue. This material has been returned to the
library.
Rod O’Brien has started sorting the remaining slides in
the library, and is placing them in archival sleeves for
storage in the filing cabinets.
ASF conference papers are currently being added to
the library and linked via st1 - the conferences will
have an overall index page, an individual index page,
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and each paper (where publically available) is being
individually linked to the contents list, and hopefully
they will be a bit easier to find here. ASF conference
papers are now searchable from the "Collections" tab
of the "Advanced Search".
The MSS Library was moved into the ASF Library
storage area, and has been added as a Library in Koha,
with Rod Smith as a Club Librarian. I have added (and
tested) an item from another library (MSS)
I have had initial discussions with Mike Lake and David
Connard about the issues surrounding getting ASF
member information into the Library database... A
single sign-on for all things (including KID, ASF website,
and Library database IS possible, but the technical guys
(ie David and Mike, and possibly also Rod Smith, who
has a lot of knowledge in this area too) need to sort
this out, it is well beyond my skill level.
We have satisfied the majority of requests(!) for
information that have come in this year but have been
slightly frustrated by others (e.g. Bob Kershaw's
requests for some previous ASF minutes, as that part of
the filing system is still a mess). We are proposing a day
to get some people together to sort the huge mess of
paper across several boxes and the filing cabinet
drawers.
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Things to do in the immediate future:
• Sort out how to do patron upload and single signons to AWS through Koha (it may be helpful for all
of ASF to do this at the same time?).
• Set up keyword searches across multiple files of
pdfs and other docs held on the ASF AWS servers.

• Keep cataloguing!! - Helictite and the club
journals are the next priority.
• Once ASF has decided on its style guide (& logo!),
build an actual ASF Library webpage...

The library as it appeared on the 19th October 2020. The 3 MSS filing cabinets sit at the front right, and at the front left
are tubs of duplicate material, and some empty crates that will be used for the books (which are currently in my home
being catalogued). Photo: Cathi Humphry-Hood.

35mm slides going into archival sleeves, these ones sorted and labelled by Rod O’Brien. Photo: Cathi Humphry-Hood
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Membership

Secretary: Colin Tyrrell
Membership was fallen slightly this year: mainly due
fewer O-week and new Uni students.
The ASF has:
•
•
•

24 corporate members (clubs)
4 Associates eg ACKMA
951 members

The membership average (to 2019) has probably risen
from around 900 to about 950 if you exclude the Oweek students – so 2020 is on the average.
Membership Database
Its primary use is for ASF to record members. The email
lists operating through the membership database are
used for all official ASF correspondence. As such it acts
as a vehicle for communications: to club contacts (asfadmins), and to individuals (all-comms).
The Membership database is also used for sending the
eSpeleo newsletter to those who have their email
address recorded. Many people attribute non-receipt
of ASF emails to the database. If you do not receive
eSpeleo or the Caves Australia advice, please check
that your email address is correct, then check your junk
mail. It is also known that many Hotmail and Yahoo7
addresses are captured by their spam blocking. We
have made changes to the way the emails are sent but
some are still being caught by ISPs.
It is also the distribution list of Caves Australia, which
comes as part of ASF membership. With the electronic
version of Caves Australia it is really important that the
email address is current.

A secondary use is to validate if a person is an ASF
member and covered by insurance. Parks Tasmania
and WA Government are the only known non-club
users of this facility.
Several clubs use the facility to confirm whether a
visiting member is actually a financial member of a
club, particularly if you are visiting Tasmania to go
caving (a dream this year).
The main issue to arise this year (again) continues to be
that some clubs have been slow in updating their
member records and keeping member details current.
The Treasurer has had trouble confirming whether the
numbers on the system equate to the numbers being
reported and paid for by clubs
Clubs should update membership data as members pay
their fees.
It should be noted that it is not the responsibility of
either the ASF Treasurer or Membership Secretary to
update members in the database for clubs. If, as a club,
you are experiencing problems updating members
please ask for help from the Membership Secretary
Caves Australia electronic preference
There are currently 174 members (that is the primary
member in the case of a family) that have not selected
an option for electronic Caves Australia. This an
improvement of over 70 on 2019

Publications

Convenor: Alan Jackson
A pandemic didn’t stop the Publications Commission
functioning as normal in 2020.
Caves Australia
The required four issues came out on time and were,
for the best part, tolerable reading and professionally
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presented. I’ll take the credit for that but will spare a
thought for all the fabulous contributors, without
whom there wouldn’t be anything to publish.
Hard copy distribution is at an all-time low but appears
to have plateaued at around the 150 mark. Significant
cost savings (printing and postage) have resulted but
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CA continues to be an expensive exercise. There are
plans afoot to change the way CA is presented and
distributed. These will hopefully be outlined at the
January 2021 Council Meeting and if the reception is ok
then a detailed proposal will be developed during 2021
for analysis and potential acceptance by Council.
Effectively it will involve transitioning further to a more
electronic distribution method and more limited hard
copy production.

Book Sales
Cath Hemley keeps this ticking over in the background
without me having to lift a finger and as far as I’m
aware the system works and books are sold and
delivered. Thanks, Cath.
Coming Speleological Events
Jill Rowling provides coming events lists for CA and eSpeleo but this has been scaled back in 2020 as the
majority of events have been cancelled or postponed
due to COVID-19. 2021 looks like more of the same, at
least on the international scene, so Jill can put her feet
up for a bit longer.
‘Barnacles’

e-Speleo
Thanks to Ian Binnie who continues to dutifully turn
out e-Speleo on a regular basis. As with CA, e-Speleo
could be in line for a shakeup in 2021. Details to come.

Susan White continues to assist with the commission,
taking the tiller when I doze off. Thanks, Susan, for
keeping an eye on things and assisting with my
transition into this role. Don’t jump ship yet, please.
I must also acknowledge the constructive input and
support I’ve received from the ASF Executive in the last
12 months.

Safety, Leadership and Risk Management
Convenor: Rafid Morshedi

The position hasn't changed much since my last
update. However, I now have more concrete ideas
about the proposed online reporting.
Updates
Inputs have been provided to the risk management
policy.
I’m still in the process of re-developing the incident
and risk management guidelines. However, I have a
rough system in mind taking into account a few
considerations.
Proposed system:
• online incident reporting form (will be Google
forms)
• results from online from feed into a google sheet
• the quarterly script runs collating all the results
from the google sheet into a log of incidents/near
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misses that have occurred into a more humanreadable format appropriate for publishing in
Caves Australia.
Raising awareness of the function will be a key part of
the process, suggesting a regular (4-6 monthly) email
to be sent out to the ASF membership reminding them
to report incidents and near misses.
Suggest that a link to the incident reporting form also
be placed on all ASF club websites.
Paper-based incident reporting will be discontinued if
access to the online form is an issue. Emails may be
sent to the SLARM commissioner or ASF club
representatives.
Read-only access to the incident spreadsheet will be
made available to all ASF members.
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Reasons for suggesting google forms and more simple
reporting system is the ease of maintenance by future
non-technical SLARM commissioners.

Next steps:
• build and test the prototype system (planned for
the Christmas break)
• update links and policy guidelines accordingly to
reflect the new reporting mechanism

Special Interest Groups
ASF Cave Diving Group
Rod O’Brien

See Cave Diving Commission Report

Judbarra-Gregory Karst SIG
Chairperson: Mark Sefton

This year the annual expedition to the JudbarraGregory National Park was very much affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic. The expedition had to be
postponed for a month to August when the Northern
Territory reopened its borders, and the majority of
would-be participants were unable to change their
travelling and annual leave arrangements at such short
notice. This, together with the last minute closure of
the NT border to Melbourne and Sydney residents
resulted in only seven participants being able to attend
– five from South Australia and two from Sydney who
had moved to Queensland a few weeks beforehand.
Because our group was small, we did not have an outcamp at the Southern Karst this year and work was
confined to two systems – the Dingo Cave System and
the Bullita Cave System. Just three people focused on
the former and yet in two weeks, they added over
1200 new survey stations and mapped more than 10
km of passages. Previously, the position of many of the
entrances was only approximate as positioning had
been determined prior to the removal of ‘selective
availability’ for GPS locations by the US government.
The major entrances have now been carefully linked to
each other by a Disto-X traverse in the cave and this
has removed some of the errors in the old map. The
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current length of the Dingo System has not yet been
determined as some old survey shots that were
remeasured this year still have to be removed from the
data, but we estimate the current surveyed length for
Dingo will be between 54 and 55 km. A smaller cave to
the north of Dingo was also found and mapped this
year.
In the Bullita Cave System we continued remapping the
north-eastern corner of ‘The Backyard’ – an area
originally mapped in the early days of exploration at
Bullita nearly 30 years ago when the focus was
primarily on the larger passages. This remapping, which
we started last year, has added a bit under 2 km to the
system and almost doubled the passage length in this
area so far. In the Neighbours Block, which is to the
north of the Backyard, several hundred metres of new
cave were mapped in just one area which is still not yet
completed. The length of the Bullita Cave System is
now just under 125 km and our activities of the last
two years have indicated that there could be more
than 10 km still to be added.
During the expedition we had an opportunity to discuss
options for further development in the park with senior
rangers and traditional owners who were keen to hear
our views.
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A new senior district manager has been appointed to
oversee several national parks in the area, including
Judbarra-Gregory. A number of new conditions have
been placed on our permit approval; these are not
onerous, most are common sense and related to
safety. But radio/satellite phone communication
between groups are now one of these requirements
and while we were adequately equipped this year with
borrowed items, it might be necessary for the group to
purchase radios or similar forms of communication in
the future. We are also now required to supply copies
of our data to the park management in a timely
manner. Exactly what data they want to have is
something we still need to determine and we will be
discussing this with the park management over the
coming months.
In the past, we have adhered to a protocol of not
publishing any of our work without approval from the
park management. This can sometimes be a slow

process and is one of the reasons why reports of our
activities in Caves Australia have been infrequent.
Previously, this protocol was never put in writing but it
has now been added to the list of conditions of our
permit.
At the Annual General Meeting, held at Bullita towards
the end of the expedition, Mark Sefton (CEGSA),
Megan Pryke (SUSS) and Ian Barnard (VSA), were reelected to the SIG Committee as Chairman, Secretary
and Mapping Coordinator respectively. Phil Maynard
(SUSS), Peter Freeman (VSA), Alan Pryke (SUSS) and
Andrew Stempel (FUSSI/CEGSA) were also elected as
Committee members.
As always, we received great support from the park
management this year for which the Group would like
to express their appreciation.

Committee Reports
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Committee
Peter Dykes

No report received to date

Conference Committees

Convener: Dee Trewartha, Report: Sarah Gilbert

ASF’s 32nd Biennial Conference: Secrets of the Nullarbor
The next ASF Conference to be held in Ceduna, South
Australia, was originally planned for Easter 2021.
Planning was ramping up early this year when we were
hit with a global pandemic. The decision was made to

Adopted: January 2021

postpone the conference by 12 months due to the
uncertainty with interstate travel and concern for the
vulnerable Indigenous community in Ceduna.
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The conference will now be held on 17th to 21st April
2022 in Ceduna, with a welcome BBQ on 16th April.
Expedition style field trips will be organized for the
following week focusing on the spectacular and remote
caves of the Nullarbor.
Check out the webpage for more info and to register:
https://asfconference2022.com/
Despite limitations to travel and caving this year the
committee has continued to meet both online and in
person when we can. The conference organisation is a
joint effort through SASC involving members of all 3

caving groups in SA: FUSSI, CEGSA & the non-ASF
Scouts Caving Group.
A range of commercial accommodation options are
available in Ceduna in cottages and caravan parks, but
get in quick as it’s a busy time of year! Tent and
campervan camping will also be available, specifically
for conference attendees, on the oval of the Ceduna
Area School.
It’s shaping up to be an exciting conference and we’re
aiming to engage with as many of the local businesses
and community groups as possible.

Information Technology Systems
ASF System Admin: Mike Lake

The following is a brief report on the ASF Information
Technology systems that assist the ASF in the operation
of its business.
Membership Database
The membership database allows participating clubs to
maintain their membership lists, calculate ASF
capitation fees, choose electronic copy only of Caves
Australia and allows clubs to email their members. It is
an essential service for the ASF and the clubs that use
it. The service is run and maintained by David Connard.
Planning for the migration of this site from the current
server to a newer one is underway. There are some
software changes which need to be done before the
migration.
Email Services
The only email services that the ASF servers provide is
the Membership Database email system that allows
clubs to email all their members.
The Karst Index Database
The KID at https://kid.caves.org.au/kid has no current
updating activity but it is used regularly. A few months
ago this application was migrated from its old server,
which it shared with the Membership Database, to a
new server. The documentation for the KID for users
and administrators is currently being updated.
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The New Library Site
As the ASF Librarian, Cathi Humphrey-Hood has been
evaluating the open source Koha Library software over
the last several months. This would provide to the ASF
an Open Public Access Catalog of all ASF holdings (an
OPAC) which would be searchable by all libraries
worldwide, branch libraries for ASF clubs, and if
needed acquisition, lending and serials management.
I have setup a few test sites on our ASF server so that
Cathi can become familiar with the details of how to
setup and maintain an OPAC. Cathi is planning for MSS
to use this for their club library and they will be a test
bed for our use of the system.
The ASF Servers
The club sites (listed below) and services are hosted on
virtual servers provided by US server hosting company
Linode. There are four servers; one hosts all the club
web sites, and the other three each host a major
application, the KID, the Membership Database, and
the ASF Library. The separation of the web sites and
the major applications on separate servers ensures
appropriate separation that assists with updates and
improves reliability.
Backups of the four production servers are done
nightly and sent to another server owned by an
entirely separate company, Rsync.net. The servers and
backups are managed by Mike Lake.
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The following are the clubs or state based groups that have sites hosted by the ASF:
https://bmsc.caves.org.au

Blue Mountains Speleological Club

https://css.caves.org.au

Canberra Speleological Society

https://www.canberraspeleos.org.au

Canberra Speleological Society

https://cdg.caves.org.au

Cave Diving Group Special Interest Group

https://fussi.caves.org.au

Flinders University Speleological Society Inc.

https://iss.caves.org.au

Illawarra Speleological Society

https://nucc.caves.org.au

National University Speleological Society

https://oss.caves.org.au

Orange Speleological Society

https://rss.caves.org.au

Rover Speleological Society

https://suss.caves.org.au

Sydney University Speleological Society

https://nswsc.caves.org.au

NSW Speleological Council

The following are ASF sites:
https://cavesaustralia.caves.org.au

Caves Australia

https://exec.caves.org.au

ASF Executive

https://helictite.caves.org.au

Helictite

http://kid.caves.org.au/kid

Karst Index Database

http://membership.caves.org.au

ASF Membership Database

https://speleo-lidarium.caves.org.au

Site on newer cave surveying technologies

Social Media
Sil Iannello

Facebook Page and Group Administrators: Sil Iannello,
Janine McKinnon, Sarah Gilbert and Alan Jackson

practical addition for newcomers to join ASF on
Facebook.

It’s been a year and six months since the launch of
ASF’s Facebook Page and Group. The active ASF
Facebook social network has attracted lots of members
all of which range from cavers and non-cavers in
Australia and globally.

The ASF Facebook Group, allows people to join as
members, post their thoughts and interact through
discussion threads. The purpose of the group is to
provide a forum for all things caving including
upcoming events and trips, cave news, science reports,
photos and videos, gear reviews and even cave politics.
It is intended as a way for us all to connect,
communicate and share experiences and information
across the country.

The ASF developed its Facebook network to keep
followers up to date with official announcements, ASF
news, and information regarding ASF cave clubs.
Recently, the ASF website has added a Facebook link
on the bottom left hand corner of the site, which is a
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Facebook Stats
Since launching in April 2019, the ASF Facebook group
has attracted 308 members an increase of 62 since
December 2019. The page has 247 followers, most of
whom are interested in keeping informed about cave
information within Australia and discovering how they
can actively get involved with a state club.
States where Facebook members are tuning in from
are: Victoria (85), NSW (60), SA (40), Tasmania (30),
WA (20), ACT (10) and International members (12).
ASF Social Media Policy and ASF Facebook Guidelines
There have been no changes to the ASF Facebook
Guidelines or the ASF Social Media Policy since 2019.
The primary purpose of the documents are to ensure
members understand the requirements of the
Australian Speleological Federation official social media
accounts, and the requirements of the Federation in

their use of social media both in a professional capacity
on behalf of the Federation, as well as in a personal
capacity.
The Australian Speleological Federation acknowledges
the rapidly growing use of social media by members
and encourages its use for the primary purposes of
sharing information, engaging, connecting, collaborating, and promoting the Federation.
If you would like to join as a member of the ASF
Facebook group, all you need is a Facebook account.
It’s easy to set up and start enjoying the world of social
media.
Follow the ASF Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/asfcavers/
Join the ASF Facebook Group at:
www.facebook.com/groups/ASFgroup/

Graph of Post, Comments, and Reactions data from Dec 31st, 2019 to Aug 31st, 2020. The data shows that Facebook
group activity has increased compared to last year’s results, however, Posts are down marginally. Compared to 2019 data,
Posts are down by 2, Comments have increased by 184.

Graph of the average times per day and hour that members Post, Comment or React. Popular days include Mondays,
Thursdays, and Sundays. Popular times to Post Comment and React are in the afternoons and evenings
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Top Post from the last 28 days on the ASF Facebook Group
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Appendix 1 – Auditor’s Report & Financial Statements
ASF Treasurer’s (Bob Kershaw’s) extra notes to the Auditor’s Report
•
•
•
•
•
•

Page 17 is the KCF operating expenses only.
Page 16 includes all the ASF entities that include the KCF, Helictite, NSW Speleo Council and the ASF general
accounts.
The actual public liability insurance premium paid for in January was: $8,660.77; the premium for the Office
Bearers/Executives for clubs and ASF was: $2,286.85.
The audit accrued insurance premiums paid in advance for FY 2019/20 is the balance of last FY and the months
Jan to Aug 2020 $4,178 – note 7, and interest of $549 that is payable throughout FY2020/21.
Our assets have been depreciated by $2,685
Grant expenses on page 16 includes the KCF Grants

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 29

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 30

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 31

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 32

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 33

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 34

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 35

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 36

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 37

Annual Report 2020

Adopted: January 2021

Published: 29 January 2021

Page 38

Annual Report 2020

Appendix 2 – ASF Members Contact List 2020
ASF is incorporated in the ACT
PO Box 388 BROADWAY NSW 2007
More information on club websites and email contacts can be sourced at:
https://www.caves.org.au/caves-and-clubs/state-clubs

Corporate Members
Australian Capital Territory
Canberra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 156
Curtin ACT 2605

National University Caving Club
c/o ANU Sport and Recreation Association
ANU Building 19
North Road
Acton ACT 0200

New South Wales
Blue Mountains Speleological Club
PO Box 551
Hazelbrook NSW 2779

Kempsey Speleological Society
PO Box 31
Kempsey NSW 2440

Cavers and Adventurers of the Snowy Mountains
Contact- Michael Larkin
32/41 Lawrenson Circuit Jacka ACT 2914

Metropolitan Speleological Society
PO Box 178
Thornleigh NSW 2120

Central West Caving Group
605 Jaunter Rd
Jaunter NSW 2787

Newcastle and Hunter Valley Speleological
Society Inc.
PO Box 15
Broadmeadow NSW 2292

Highland Caving Group
251 Great North Rd
Five Dock NSW 2046

Orange Speleological Society
C/- 285 Orchard Road
Spring Terrace NSW 2798

Hills Speleology Club Ltd.
3 Heights Place
Hornsby Heights NSW 2077

Rover Speleological Society of NSW
c/o 22/102 Crimea Road
Marsfield NSW 2122

Illawarra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 94
Unanderra NSW 2526

Sydney University Speleological Society
PO Box 3318
Redfern NSW 2016

Queensland
Chillagoe Caving Club Inc.
PO Box 92
Cairns Qld 4870
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South Australia
Cave Exploration Group South Australia Inc.
PO Box 144
Rundle Mall
SA 5000

Flinders University Speleological Society Inc.
Alan Mitchell Sports Centre
Flinders One
Flinders University
GPO Box 2100
Adelaide SA 5001

Tasmania
Mole Creek Caving Club Inc.
PO Box 209
Mole Creek TAS 7304

Southern Tasmanian Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 416
Sandy Bay TAS 7006

Northern Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 315
Launceston TAS 7250

Victoria
Victorian Speleological Association Inc.
GPO Box 5425CC
Melbourne Vic 3001

Western Australia
Cavers Leeuwin Inc.
PO Box 1192
Margaret River WA 6285

Western Australian Speleological Group Inc.
PO Box 67
Nedlands WA 6909

Speleological Research Group of Western Australia
PO Box 1611
East Victoria Park WA 6981

Provisional Members
Associates
Landforms and Rehabilitation Team
(NSW NP&WS, OEH)
PO Box 2267
Bathurst NSW 2795

Wellington Caves
Caves Rd
Wellington NSW 2820

NSW Cave Rescue Squad
PO Box 66
Westmead NSW 2145
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ASF Special Interest Groups

Karst Conservancies

ASF Cave Diving Group

Karstcare (Mole Creek)

ASF Judbarra-Gregory Karst Research Group
PO Box 144,
Rundle Mall, SA 5000
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